Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Behavioral Political Economy

Conference at Freiburg, Germany
December 14-16, 2017
with generous support by the

Conference venue: Walter Eucken Institut, Goethestr. 10, 79100 Freiburg

Thursday, December 14

16:00

Optional Get-together and City Tour for Early Arrivals

19:30

Welcome Reception and Dinner at
Enoteca, Gerberau 21, 79098 Freiburg

Friday, December 15

09:00 – 10:15

Alex Tabarrok (George Mason University, Fairfax)
”Imitation, Inequality and State Capacity”

Coffee/Tea
10:45 – 12:00

Erik Angner (University of Stockholm)
”The Normative Foundations of Behavioral Political Economy”

Lunch at WEI
13:30 – 14:45

Magdalena Malecka (University of Helsinki)
"The normative turn in economics and its implications for behavioral
economics"

14:45 – 16:00

Malte Dold (University of Freiburg)
“Nudges, Agency and the Crux of Regulation”

Coffee/Tea
16:30 – 17:45

Liam Delaney (University of Stirling)
”Naturalistic Monitoring of Human Preferences and Behavioral
Welfare Economics”

19:30

Dinner at Greiffeneggschlössle, Schlossbergring 3, 79098 Freiburg

Saturday, December 16

09:00 – 10:15

Bryan Caplan (George Mason University)
“The Political Economy of Social Desirability Bias: The Case of
Education”

Coffee/Tea
10:45 – 12:00

Shaun Hargreaves Heap (King's College London)
“Rules Are Constitutive, Not Just Regulative: A New Behavioral Political
Economy”

Lunch at WEI
13:00 – 14:15

Robert Sugden (University of East Anglia)
“The Impossibility of a Paretian Liberal and the Impossibility of
Behavioural Welfare Economics”

14:15 – 15:30

Michiru Nagatsu (University of Helsinki)
”Institutions as Scaffolds for Minds: A Unified Framework for Nudges
and Incentives”

Coffee/Tea
16:00 – 17:15

Lars P. Feld (University of Freiburg)
”Politicians' Preferences and Ideologies as a Challenge to Expert
Counselling”

19:30

Closing Dinner at Kartoffelhaus, Basler Str. 10, 79100 Freiburg

Some practical information
•

If you would like to take a city tour of Freiburg on Thursday, please notify
jan.schnellenbach@b-tu.de until December 1, in order to give us the opportunity to
book a guide in time.

•

We'll meet for the opening dinner at Enoteca restaurant on Thursday at 19.30. Please
see the maps at the end of this PDF for directions.

•

Presentations should take about 30 to max. 45 minutes, leaving at least 30 minutes for
open floor discussions. We won't have formal discussants assigned to each
presentation, but we're happy to have a few active non-presenters contributing to the
open floor discussions.

•

A beamer and notebook are available. You can bring your presentation as a PDF or
PowerPoint file on a USB stick, or send it beforehand by e-mail.

•

If you'd like to distribute your paper or chapter before the conference to allow some
preperation, please send it by e-mail and we'll distribute it to all participants.

•

If you have any questions while at Freiburg, or need assistance there, you can reach
Jan on his mobile phone at +49-(0)171-4707198.

•

Rooms are booked in two hotels, which are relatively close to each other and (if you
want) well within walking distance from the Walter Eucken Institut:
o Schwarzwälder Hof, Herrenstr. 43, 79098 Freiburg
Booked for Bryan Caplan, Alex Tabarrok, Magdalena Malecka, Michiru
Nagatsu, Christian Schubert and Tobias Henschen
o Roter Bär, Oberlinden 12, 79098 Freiburg
Bookes for Erik Angner, Liam Delaney, Shaun Hargreaves Heap, Robert Sugden,
Klaus Heine and Jan Schnellenbach
Maps and directions can be found at the end of the document.

•
•

Hotel bills will be sent to directly the organizers. For reimbursing your travel costs,
please send after the conference a simple statement of costs, your account
information, and your receipts either by regular mail or by e-mail to:
Walter Eucken Institut, Ursula Mayer, Goethestr. 10, 79100 Freiburg, Germany,
u.mayer@walter-eucken-institut.de.

•

It's very likely that we've forgotten something in these instructions – please don't
hesitate to ask!

Maps and Directions

Freiburg train station – Hotels
Note: if you prefer not to walk, the streetcar line 1 (direction: Littenweiler,
streetcars go once every six minutes) goes directly from the train station to the
stop "Oberlinden", which is directly in front of the Hotel Roter Bär. To reach the
streetcar station, after leaving the train go straight to the southern end of the
platform, and take the escalator to the bridge crossing the train line. The streetcar
station is on that bridge. After boarding the streetcar, Oberlinden is the third
station. Of course, you can also take a taxi in front of the train station, but our
experience with Freiburg traffic is that the streetcar is much faster.

Hotels – Walter Eucken Institut

Hotels – Enoteca (Dinner Thursday)

Hotels – Greiffenegg-Schlössle (Dinner Friday)
note: after you cross the bridge over the broad street, you'll walk straight
towards a lift which goes up to the restaurant

Walter Eucken Institut – Kartoffelhaus – Hotels (Dinner Saturday)

